Ordinary People  / Extraordinary Heroes

The Story of Gideon                    Judges 6-8
Gideon’s perception:

God’s perception:
1 oppressed by the enemy 

3 “mighty warrior” 

2 hiding as he worked 

5 “Go in the strength you have” 
4 questioning God, “Why?” 
6 “aren’t I sending you?” 

7 questioning self 

8 “I will be with you” 

Gideon’s actions:

built an altar to God 
“tear down the altar to Baal” 

 “the Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon” 
Reactions of others:
The fearful left.  The serious separated.
Gideon’s actions:

 held their position  (300 against 135,000)
Reactions of others:
The Ephriamites criticized Gideon 

The people of Succoth and Peniel refused aide 

Application for me:

MY view is limited, God has a bigger view. 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31)

Rebuild the altar – make sure God is central in my life 

Tear down idols – remove anything that interferes with my relationship with God

Start with who I am, where I am, with the tools I have – God will provide
Wait for God’s timing.

Criticism and refusal happen.

Don’t retreat.  Move forward.  

Rally others to God’s cause.
