Ephesians 2:10
Improving Your Serve
∙ We’re all going to serve someone or something! Luke 16:13, Joshua 24:15

∙ “No servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.”  Luke 16:13

“choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,” Joshua 24:15b

∙ (picture of Bill Gates)  
∙ 1. You were created to serve
“For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Eph 2:10 (NIV)
∙ “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.” Rom 12:1 (CEV)
∙We are healed to help others.  We are blessed to be a blessing to others.  We are saved to serve. 
∙ “That is how it is with you, my friends. You are now part of the body of Christ and are dead to the power of the Law. You are free to belong to Christ, who was raised to life so that we could serve God.”  Rom. 7:4(CEV)

∙ “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” Eph. 4:11-13 (NIV)
∙ 2. Others are depending on you

∙“Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  But in fact God has arrange the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be,  If they were all one part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 1 Cor 12:14, 17-20,27 (NIV)
∙ Thousands of churches are dying because so many parts of the body are unwilling to serve.   “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Matt. 20:28 (NIV)
∙ “Each of you has been blessed with one of God's many wonderful gifts to be used in the service of others. So use your gift well.” 1 Peter 4:10 (CEV)
∙A healthy Christian’s attitude should be “service”, not “serve us”

Not meet my needs, but whose needs can I meet?

∙ 3. You have no excuses
∙ What if I’m not good at anything?

∙“But he replied, "My kindness is all you need. My power is strongest when you are weak." So if Christ keeps giving me his power, I will gladly brag about how weak I am. Yes, I am glad to be weak or insulted or mistreated or to have troubles and sufferings, if it is for Christ. Because when I am weak, I am strong.”  2 Cor. 12:9-10 (CEV)
∙ God has given each one of us Abilities, Interests, Talents, Gifts, Personality, Life experiences for His purposes – to be used BY God FOR others.
∙ “The Spirit has given each of us a special way of serving others” 1 Cor. 12:7 (CEV)
∙ “Do your own work well, and then you will have something to be proud of. But don't compare yourself with others.” Gal. 6:4 (CEV)
∙“What you are is God’s gift to you; what you do with yourself is your gift to God.”  -Danish proverb

∙ “What right do you have to criticize someone else's servants? Only their Lord can decide if they are doing right, and the Lord will make sure that they do right.” Rom. 14:4 (CEV)
∙ STEP #1 - Just start serving!  

∙ 4. Don’t look for others to do it
∙ “The kingdom is also like what happened when a man went away and put his three servants in charge of all he owned. The man knew what each servant could do. So he handed five thousand coins to the first servant, two thousand to the second, and one thousand to the third. Then he left the country. 

   As soon as the man had gone, the servant with the five thousand coins used them to earn five thousand more. The servant who had two thousand coins did the same with his money and earned two thousand more. But the servant with one thousand coins dug a hole and hid his master's money in the ground. 

   Some time later the master of those servants returned. He called them in and asked what they had done with his money. The servant who had been given one thousand coins then came in and said, "Sir, I know that you are hard to get along with.…I was frightened and went out and hid your money in the ground. Here is every single coin!" 

   The master of the servant told him, "You are lazy and good-for-nothing! …You could have at least put my money in the bank, so that I could have earned interest on it." 

   Then the master said, "Now your money will be taken away and given to the servant with ten thousand coins! You are a worthless servant,”  Matt. 25:14-19, 24-28 (CEV)

∙ “Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress.”  1 Tim. 4:14-15 (NIV)

∙ My job is to serve, regardless of what others do, or don’t do!

∙“But don't act like them. If you want to be great, you must be the servant of all the others.”   Mark 10:43 (CEV)
∙ “so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”   Rom. 12:5 (NIV)
∙ “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you can.” – John Wesley

∙ 5. KEYS – obedience, faithfulness and persistence 
∙ “If you worry about the weather and don't plant seeds, you won't harvest a crop.”  Ecc. 11:4 (CEV)

∙ As a follower of Jesus, I must obey.  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus”  Phil. 2:5 (NIV)
∙ As a follower of Jesus, I must serve faithfully.  “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." Matt. 10:42 (NIV)
∙ As a follower of Jesus, I must serve to the end.  
"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!’ Matt. 25:23(NIV)
∙“Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” 1 Cor 4:2 (NIV)
