LOST – Finding love   
1 Corinthians 13

The Need for Love
“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.” 

Different “kinds” of love:
Storge - Natural Affection, family ties


Philos – Friendship, “like” 


Eros – sexual gratification
Agape – God’s love, selfless love 

The Character of Love

The 8 things love is: 
Patient, Kind, Rejoices in truth, Protects, Trusts, Hopes, Perseveres, Never fails.

The 8 things love is not: 
Envy, Boasting, Pride, Rudeness, Self seeking, Anger, holding grudges, delighting in evil. 

Love IS:

Patient

Patience is “self restraint in the face of provocation.”  

Kind

Kindness thinks, “What can I do to benefit you?”

Love is NOT:

Envy

Envy is when we only want to benefit ourselves at the expense of others. 

Boasting

Has the connotation of “play the braggart.” 

Proud

It means to inflate, like a bag of hot air, no substance but a lot of fluff. 

Rude

“not pretty to look at.” 

Self Seeking

“worshiping yourself.” 

Not Easily Angered

Not easily “exasperated” 

Keeps no record of wrongs
Thinking poorly of someone else, dwelling on someone else as evil. 

Does not delight in evil
We want, we get, we hurt others to get it, and we’re happy that we get what we really deserve in the first place. 

All these negatives scream, “Me, me, me!”  

Love IS:

Rejoices in the truth

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres

The Supremacy of Love
“But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.” 

Love is the ultimate expression of who God is:  selfless, other-focused, always giving.

Remember:

• Love doesn’t happen overnight

• Love is an action 

• Needing & Asking isn’t bad

Pray, “God, teach me to have and to show real, agape, selfless, giving, love.”
