LOST – Finding true Friendships

John 15:13-15

Qualities most valued in a friend: 
1. The ability to keep confidences, 
2. Loyalty,  
3. Warmth and affection. 

Every human being needs friendships on two different levels. 
1. We need horizontal friendships - deep meaningful friendships with other people. 
2. We need a vertical friendship. That friend is Jesus Christ 
"A man who has friends must himself be friendly. But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother."  Proverbs 18:24. (NKJ)

Spiritually based friendships have the ability to run deeper than anything the world can offer.


The best definition of a friend:  "A friend is the one who comes in when the whole world has gone out." 

Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.”  John 15:13-15 (NIV)
10 characteristics of genuine friendships:  

#1.  Friends Listen.

A true friend will listen when you speak. 

Because Jesus is our friend, He listens to us.

“Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.” Isaiah 65:24(NIV)

The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results.." James 5:16b (NLT)

#2.  Friends Share Interests.

Jesus loved us so much He became one of us.

“Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave
      and was born as a human being.” Philippians 2:7 (NLT)

#3.  Friends Protect.

Friends always look out for us.

How do good friends protect us?

1. They know how to keep private things private.

“You will keep your friends if you forgive them, but you will lose your friends if you keep talking about what they did wrong.” Proverbs 17:9 (CEV)


“Gossip is no good!  It causes hard feelings and comes between friends.” Proverbs 16:28 (CEV)

2. They will not allow others to speak badly of us.

Because Jesus is our friend, He protects us.

“Just as Jerusalem is protected by mountains on every side, the LORD protects his people 

   by holding them in his arms now and forever.” Psalm 125:2 (CEV)

#4.  Friends Tell the Truth.

“A true friend always stabs you in the front." - Oscar Wilde 

“You can trust a friend who corrects you, but kisses from an enemy are nothing but lies.”
  Proverbs 27:6 (CEV)

"speak the truth in love" Ephesians 4:15a (NLT)

Jesus deals with us in loving honesty.

“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.” Hebrews 4:12(NLT)

#5 Friends Overlook Faults.

Friends accept us, warts and all.  
 “You can tell a real friend by the fact that when you’ve made a fool of yourself he doesn’t feel you’ve done a permanent job.” - Lawrence Peters 

Because Jesus is our friend, he overlooks our faults.

"friend of sinners." 
#6.  Friends Bear Burdens.

Friends help you carry your load.

“Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2 (NLT)

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” Proverbs 17:17 (NIV) 

Because Jesus is our friend, he takes our burden upon himself.

“Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.” 1 Peter 5:7 (NLT)

“If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens, come to me and I will give you rest.  Take the yoke I give you. Put it on your shoulders and learn from me. I am gentle and humble, and you will find rest.  This yoke is easy to bear, and this burden is light.” Matt.11:28-30 (CEV)

#7.  Friends Are Loyal.

A friend is someone you can always count on.

Because Jesus is our friend, we can always count on Him.  
"Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)

 
#8.  Friends Bring out our Best.

“As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.” Proverbs 27:17 (NLT)

Jesus brings out our best.

“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.” Romans 8:28 (NLT)

#9.  Friends Build us Spiritually.

Genuine friends want you to become more like Christ.

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 4 Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 5 for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” Philippians 1: 3-6 (NLT)
"A friend is one who knows you as you are, understands where you’ve been, accepts who you’ve become and still gently invites you to grow."

#10.  Friends Love.

Genuine friends express their love.

Jesus’ greatest expression of love was His death.  
“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” John 15:13 (NLT)
How do my friends measure up?

MORE IMPORTANTLY, how do I measure up as a friend?

“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” 1 Peter 4:8 (NIV)
