Improving My Serve with my Talents
“Each of you has been blessed with one of God's many wonderful gifts to be used in the service of others. So use your gift well.  If you have the gift of speaking, preach God's message. If you have the gift of helping others, do it with the strength that God supplies. Everything should be done in a way that will bring honor to God because of Jesus Christ, who is glorious and powerful forever. Amen.”  1 Peter 4:10-11 (CEV)
1.  God has given each of us gifts
   What gifts has God given me?

   What special talents, abilities, personality, passions, or experiences do I have with 

      which to serve God?

   To deny my gifts is to deny God’s Word.
“Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.   There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but they all come from the same Spirit.  There are different ways to serve the same Lord, and we can each do different things. Yet the same God works in all of us and helps us in everything we do.  The Spirit has given each of us a special way of serving others.” 1 Corinthians 12:1,4-7 (CEV)
2.  God has given each of us different gifts
   My gifts don’t look like yours.
   Different gifts meet different needs.

   Variety is beautiful.

“The body of Christ has many different parts, just as any other body does.  Some of us are Jews, and others are Gentiles. Some of us are slaves, and others are free. But God's Spirit baptized each of us and made us part of the body of Christ. Now we each drink from that same Spirit.  Our bodies don't have just one part. They have many parts.  Suppose a foot says, "I'm not a hand, and so I'm not part of the body." Wouldn't the foot still belong to the body?  Or suppose an ear says, "I'm not an eye, and so I'm not part of the body." Wouldn't the ear still belong to the body?  If our bodies were only an eye, we couldn't hear a thing. And if they were only an ear, we couldn't smell a thing.  But God has put all parts of our body together in the way that he decided is best. 

     A body isn't really a body, unless there is more than one part.  It takes many parts to make a single body.

The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church: every part dependent on every other part, the parts we mention and the parts we don't, the parts we see and the parts we don't. If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing. If one part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance.  You are Christ's body—that's who you are! You must never forget this. Only as you accept your part of that body does your "part" mean anything.”

1 Corinthians 12:12-20 (CEV), 25-31 (MSG)
3.  God has given each of us different gifts in service to others
   My gifts aren’t for me, they’re for you!

   Spiritual growth is not an end to itself.  We grow in order to serve.

 “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” - Jesus
"When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent left, and could say, 'I used everything you gave me.'" - Erma Bombeck

 “A body is made up of many parts, and each of them has its own use.  That's how it is with us. There are many of us, but we each are part of the body of Christ, as well as part of one another. 

     God has also given each of us different gifts to use. If we can prophesy, we should do it according to the amount of faith we have.  If we can serve others, we should serve. If we can teach, we should teach.  If we can encourage others, we should encourage them. If we can give, we should be generous. If we are leaders, we should do our best. If we are good to others, we should do it cheerfully.”   Romans 12:4-8 (CEV)
4.  Without my gifts, everything else suffers
   We need each other to be whole.


The number one killer of Christians today is “I’ll pray about it”
I don’t need to pray about reading my bible, going to church, worshiping God, growing in a small group, or  serving God with my gifts and talents.



Examples of service:
Home Group host, Home Group leader, Mentor new believers, help with Foyer Fellowships, serve on a board or committee, Support missions through reading missions books, Join the Helping Hands team, Join the Wedding committee, Join a prayer group, Join the Prayer Chain, Help in the Nursery once a month, Join the Video Team, Help as a Youth volunteer, Help start Teen Bible Quizzing, Join the Choir, become an Usher or Greeter, assist in Communion preparation, host the Welcome Center, fold bulletins, address postcards, Phone absentees, send encouraging notes, Join the Drama Team, Help count offerings once a month, Help with Children’s Quizzing, Maintain weekly attendance rolls, Help with church maintenance, Head up the Kitchen committee, Assist in the parking lot Sunday mornings, Teach a Sunday School class every other month, Assist with PromisedLand once a month, help with Toddler Church once a month, Help the Douglas City Lunch crew once a month, Graphic design for ministry brochures/information, assist with sound/media 
"Volunteers are not paid - not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless." - Unknown

