IMPROVING MY SERVE with my Treasure
Malachi 3:7-10

"Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD Almighty.  "But you ask, 'How are we to return?' 

   "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' 
      "In tithes and offerings.   You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me.   Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  Malachi 3:7-10 (NIV)
(Tim, make something that looks like a sign or banner)  128 days of faithful obedience.  


What is tithing? 

Tithing is bringing 10% of the increase of my wealth to the Lord. 
“A Christian must be converted three times. The first time for his mind. The second time for his heart. And the third time for his wallet, and of the three the most difficult conversion is of the wallet.” - Martin Luther

We give to God the first of what comes in and then we gladly live on what’s left over.
Who should receive my FIRSTfruits, the government, or God?
What’s the origin of tithing? 

Abram went to Melchizedek, a king and a priest of God, and gave him a tenth of everything he owned. (Genesis 14:18-20)

Moses gives the people a law of God telling them to bring all their tithes, a tenth, to the priests. (Numbers 18:21).


Throughout the Old Testament, the tithe is assumed, and is a subject of many of the prophets.  It is often tied to a renewal of the people’s faith, and of a time of spiritual renewal.
In the New Testament, Jesus assumed the law was the expectation of the Christian.  (Matthew 5:17-20)

“Storehouse tithing” means that we give our tithe to God through the local church.  

What’s wrong with keeping what I have earned? 

When God gives us an amount of money, he expects a tenth of it to come back to him.


People who give sacrificially are demonstrating their trust in God to provide.

Why should I tithe? 

The tithe is commanded by God.
The tithe is the Biblical model for God’s people to be able to carry out ministry.
We are practicing faith that God will do what he says he will do, he will take care of me.

Tithing reminds me of God’s ownership. 

Tithing proves God can trust me with more. 
Tithing keeps me focused on others. 
Tithing keeps me one step ahead of the selfishness and greed that can lurk in the darkness of my heart.

There are only two times that the phrase “floodgates of heaven” are used in the Bible: 
   1. The time of Noah, when God opened the “floodgates of heaven” and the deluge resulted in a global flood.        

   2.  Malachi 3:10 in reference to blessings being poured out on tithers. 
