Improving my Serve with my Talk

Psalm 19:14

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.”  Psalm 19:14


How can we serve God through what we say?

”Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” Ephesians 4:29
Our words should build people up, not tear them down.  

Attitude  

Criticism

              Motive

“When you are disposed to criticize a friend,
Just remember, the beginning’s not the end;
When within, this urge you find,
These three questions bring to mind:
Is it TRUE? Is it NEEDFUL? Is it KIND?”

“With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness.  Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing.  My brother, this should not be.”  James 3:9-10

Our words should honor God.
gossip


”A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends.”  Proverbs 16:28
“I’m just telling the truth” 
           “I’m just giving warning.” 
                   “You won’t believe what I just heard!”

3 tests:

1. Is it true?  How do I know for sure?

2. Is this going to hurt someone?  Is there anyone that I would be ashamed to repeat this to face to face?

3. Would God be pleased?

“But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless.  Warn a divisive person once, and the warn him a second time.  After that, have nothing to do with him.  You may be sure that such a man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.”  Titus 3:9-11
Our words can help unite or divide God’s Kingdom.
No more taking sides!  We should all be on the same side!

Jesus said, “I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak.”  Matthew 12:36
We will be held accountable for our words.
Encouraging
or    Critical

Uplifting
or    Degrading

Comforting
or    Disrupting
Empowering
or    Manipulative
Unifying
or    Divisive
”Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”  1 John 3:18
Our actions speak louder than our words.

”For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.”  1 Corinthians 4:20
As the church of Jesus Christ, the difference is God’s power at work in us, speaking the truth, in love.  Keeping silent rather than possibly hurt someone.  Building each other up, honoring God in every word, and loving each other by our actions.

