How should we Worship



Part 4

Why worship?  
· Because of who God is.
God is worthy of my worship because He is...

· My Creator
· All-powerful 
· Love
· Always present
· Just
· Merciful
· Compassionate
· Faithful

I can worship God when I...

· Read the Bible
· Pray
· Telling others about Him
· Confess
· Testify
· Give

· Sing
· Become more Christ-like

“So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, where our ancestors worshiped?” 

 Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans know very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes through the Jews. But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”  John 4:20-24 (NLT)
Worship is for God’s benefit, not mine.

· Worship is not about my likes or dislikes, my wants, needs, or rights.  Worship is about God.  
· Worship is not about what I receive.  Worship is about giving to God.  

· Worship in spirit 
· I am to worship from my heart.  With all my heart, soul, mind, and strength.  With my emotions.  With everything that I am, and with all of who I am.

· Worship in truth 
· Worship is about God, for God, God’s way. 
· A word about understanding Scripture 
1. What is the cultural context in which the writer lived?
2. What is the overall theme or message of the writing?
3. How does this passage compare with and harmonize with the rest of Scripture?

Worship is not to be a part of my life, it is to BE my life.

Either way, Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old life.  He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.  2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NLT)

And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Romans 12:1 (NLT)

(a close-up picture of the full moon)

Worship is a constant state of falling in love with Jesus
Nothing is as wonderful as knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have given up everything else and count it all as garbage. All I want is Christ and to know that I belong to him. I could not make myself acceptable to God by obeying the Law of Moses. God accepted me simply because of my faith in Christ. All I want is to know Christ and the power that raised him to life. I want to suffer and die as he did,  Philippians 3:8-10 (CEV)
For I decided that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified.  1 Corinthians 2:2 (NLT)
Worship is surrendering myself completely to God

“The more we let God take us over, the more truly ourselves we become – because he made us.  He invented all the different people that you and I were intended to be... It is when I turn to Christ, when I give up myself to His personality, that I first begin to have a real personality of my own.” - C.S. Lewis
You can now see that we please God by what we do and not only by what we believe. James 2:24cev
Worship is a way of life that places God first and foremost in every aspect of our lives.
