
REAL WISDOM
James 1:5-11

#3 in the series:

Real Faith that Really Works in the Real World
A Study of the Book of James
THE PROBLEM

I lack wisdom.

“If any of you lacks wisdom”  James 1:5a

The literal definition of Wisdom is:  “Enlightenment, a source of light beyond ourselves.”  

THE PRESCRIPTION 

Wisdom comes from God.

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God”  James 1:5b

Personal PROTECTION 

“Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you” Proverbs 4:6
Personal POWER 

“A wise man has great power” Proverbs 24:5

Personal PROSPERITY 

“With me [wisdom] are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity.” Proverbs 8:18

THE PROMISE - GOD’S PART

“If any of you lack wisdom, he should ask God who gives generously to all without finding fault”  James 1:5

The Provider of the Promise is:
The Giving God.  
“God who gives” James 1:5

The Generous God.  
“God who gives generously” James 1:5

The Gracious God.  
“God who gives generously to all” James 1:5

The Gentle God.  
“God who gives generously to all without finding fault” James 1:5

THE PRE-REQUISITE  - MY PART 

The Pre-requisites of the Promise are…

I must Admit my need.  “If any of you lacks wisdom”  James 1:5

I must Ask for wisdom.  “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God”  James 1:5

Wisdom cannot be achieved, it is received.  

“For the Lord gives wisdom.”   Proverbs 2:6

Anticipate God’s faithfulness.  
“And it will be given to him.”  James 1:5


a)  Anticipate with Belief (James 1:6a)

“But when he asks he must believe”  James 1:6a

b)  Anticipate without Doubt.

“But when he asks he must believe and not doubt”  James 1:6b

The Man who Doubts is…

Unpredictable 
“because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.”  James 1:6

Unblessed 
“That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord” James 1:7

Unfocused 

“he is a double-minded man”  James 1:8a

Unstable 

“unstable in all he does.” James 1:8b

APPLICATION:
I don’t always have the answers.

I am not always right.

I must ask God for wisdom, believing that He will give me what I need.

I must be patient.
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