DO NOT JUDGE – REALLY?
James 4:11-12



#11 in the series:Real Faith that Really Works in the Real World


WHEN IS IT REALLY RIGHT TO JUDGE?


When we judge OURSELVES under the guidance of the LORD 
But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.  When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.
Corinthians 11:28-32


We love to accuse others and excuse ourselves.


The center of sin is the letter I 

(sIn) 


When we judge OTHERS in the context of COMMUNITY under the guidance of the Lord 

“What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church?  Are you not to judge those inside?” 1 Corinthians 5:12


Do not withhold discipline from a child…a child left to himself disgraces his mother 
Proverbs 23:13,29:15


WHEN IS IT REALLY WRONG TO JUDGE EVEN IN THE CONTEXT OF COMMUNITY?


When we judge while SINNING 

“If any of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”   John 8:7


When we judge by EXTERNAL appearances 

“Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment.”   John 7:24


When we judge by INTERNAL appearances (1 Corinthians 4:5).

“Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes.  He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts.”
1 Corinthians 4:5


When we judge by extra-SCRIPTURAL standards 

“Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters.”



Romans 14:1


“In essentials unity, 
in non-essentials liberty, 
in all things charity.”



-Phineas F. Bresee  (Founder of the Church of the Nazarene)


WHY IS JUDGING REALLY WRONG?

  
We make ourselves LAWBREAKERS 

“Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law”  James 4:11


We make ourselves ARROGANT 

“There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy.  But you – who are you to judge your neighbor?”
James 4:12


We make ourselves LIABLE 

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”   Matthew 7:1-2


We make ourselves DIABOLICAL (James 4:11; Revelation 12:20).


4 Gates through which to 
pass our words:


Are they NECESSARY ?
(Ephesians 4:1-3)


Are they TRUTHFUL 
(Ephesians 4:15, 25)?

“Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor.”   Ephesians 4:25


Are they LOVING ?
(Ephesians 4:15-16)

“…speaking the truth in love…” Ephesians 4:15


Are they HELPFUL ?
(Ephesians 4:29)

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”   Ephesians 4:29


I stood on the street of a busy town, 
watching men tearing a building down
With a ho-heave-ho and a lusty yell, 
they swung a beam and a side wall fell.


I asked the foreman of the crew, 
“Are those men as skilled 
As those you’d hire 
if you’d wanted to build?”
“Ah, no, no indeed,
 just common laborers are all I need
I can tear down as much in a day or two,
as would take skilled men a year to do.”


And then I thought as I went my way 
Just which of these two roles 
am I trying to play?
Have I walked life’s road with care, 
measuring each deed 
with rule and square?
Or am I one of those 
who roam the town, 
Content with the labor of tearing down?

