Practical Tips on 
Putting God First (Part 3)
Mark 12:28-31


· God’s Ways are different than mine.


· God’s Ways are different than mine.


· God’s priorities/values are different than mine.  

· God’s Ways are different than mine.


· God’s priorities/values are different than mine.  

· God’s thoughts are different than mine.


“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 
Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 

 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’  The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.”  Mark 12:28b-31(NLT)


How am I to love God?


How am I to love God?


1.  We must get into God’s Word every day.


How am I to love God?


2.  We must Pray at all times.

How am I to love God?


· We won’t always agree or enjoy it, 

         but we must always Obey God.


How am I to love God?


· We must give God our Past, 

              Present, and Future.

How am I to love God?


· All our Time, Talents, and Treasure   

                        belong to God.

How am I to love others?


How am I to love others?


· Forgive others 

                  as I have been forgiven.

 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. 

In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 


But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt. 


“But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. 

 “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. 


 “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the king and told him everything that had happened. 

Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ 

Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 
 “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.”  Matt 18:23-35(NLT)


 “If you forgive others for the wrongs they do to you, your Father in heaven will forgive you.”  Matt 6:14(CEV) 


“Put up with each other, and forgive anyone who does you wrong, just as Christ has forgiven you.  Love is more important than anything else. It is what ties everything completely together.”  Col. 3:13-14(CEV)


 “Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?”   “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!”  Matt18:21-22(NLT)

“No, I distinctly remember forgetting that.”

- Clara Barton 

How am I to love others?


How am I to love others?


2.  Love in the same way God loves me.


 “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.”  
John 13:34(NLT)


“Love each other as brothers and sisters and honor others more than you do yourself.”   
Romans 12:10(CEV)


“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.”   Romans 13:8(NIV)


 “Always be humble and gentle. Patiently put up with each other and love each other.”   
Ephesians 4:2(CEV)


“But I tell you to love your enemies and pray for anyone who mistreats you.”  Matt. 5:44(CEV)


 “We know what love is because Jesus gave his life for us. That's why we must give our lives for each other.”   1John 3:16(CEV)


 “If anyone boasts, "I love God," and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. 
If he won't love the person he 
can see, how can he love 
the God he can't see? 

The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. 
You've got to love both.”  
1John 4:20-21(MSG)


“If you don't love someone, then act like you do. 
Eventually the feelings will 
catch up with your actions.”

                   – C.S. Lewis 

How am I to love others?


How am I to love others?


3.  Serve the needs of others.


“My friends, you were chosen to be free. So don't use your freedom as an excuse to do anything you want. 
Use it as an opportunity to 
serve each other with love.”   Galatians 5:13(CEV)


“And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds.”  
Hebrews 10:24(NIV)


“Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.”  1John 3:18(NLT)


 “The king will answer, "Whenever you did it for 
any of my people, 
no matter how unimportant 
they seemed, you did it for me."   Matthew 25:40(CEV)


“In fact, the Lord Christ is the one you are really serving, 
and you know that he 
will reward you.”  
Colossians 3:24(CEV)

"If that's not enough, come back tomorrow. 
Take as much as you need. 
Remember, you're 
my neighbor."


Is there someone you need to forgive, 
love, 
serve?


