LISTENING and DOING

James 1:21-27

#5 in the series: Real Faith that Really Works 

A Study of the Book of James
How can we get real help from the Bible?
“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.”  James 1:21 

“moral filth” literally means:  
wax in the ears.  
Run from Rebellion

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” James 1:22 

Resistance is easy
“Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.”  James 1:23-24
Don’t be Ridiculous

“But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.”  James 1:25 

“But if you look at the gospel of your salvation as seldom and as superficially and with as passing glances as so many of you expend upon it, no wonder that you are such weaklings as so many of you are, and that you find such a gulf between your uncircumcised inclinations and the commandment of the living God.”








- Alexander MacLaren
We forget 95% of what we hear within 72 hours.  

Obedience is Rewarded
Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee









- Psalm 119:11
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 To obey God, is liberty









- Seneca (1st C lawyer)

[image: image2] All who are under the tyranny of anger or desire or any other passion are altogether slaves; all who live with the law are free.









- Philo (1st C philosopher)

[image: image3]“Most people are bothered by those Scripture passages which they cannot understand.  But for me, the passages in Scripture which trouble me the most are those which I do understand.” - Mark Twain
 “Is the sermon done yet?”  
“The sermon has been preached, but it is yet to be done.”

“If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.”  James 1:26 

Religion is worthless

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”  James 1:27
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A Real Relationship with God makes a difference.

What has God been telling me lately?






PAGE  
1

[image: image1][image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]


