REAL FINANCIAL ADVICE
James 5:1-6

#13 in the series: Real Faith that Really Works in the Real World


“Jesus Christ said more about money than about any other single thing because….  Money is an exact index to a man’s true character.”



-Richard Halverson


“A strange species we are.  We can stand anything God and nature can throw at us save only plenty.  If I wanted to destroy a nation, I would give it too much, and I would have it on its knees, miserable, greedy, sick.” - John Steinbeck


  “Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you.  Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes.  Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. 

You have hoarded wealth in the last days.  Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.

  You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.  You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.”   
James 5:1-6 (NIV)


James’ Warnings about Wealth:

1.  The Accumulation of wealth: Don’t hoard it!


“You have hoarded wealth in the last days”  James 5:3

James’ Warnings about Wealth:

2.  The Acquisition of wealth:  Don’t Steal it!


“Look!   The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you.  The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.”  James 5:4


James’ Warnings about Wealth:

3.  The Allocation of wealth:  Don’t Waste it!


“You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence.  You have fattened yourselves…”  James 5:5

James’ Warnings about Wealth:

4.  The Application of Wealth:  Don’t Abuse it!



“You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.”  James 5:6


The Scripture’s Ways for Wealth:

1.  Scriptural Accumulation:  The Stewardship 

     of Savings.

“In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.”  Proverbs 21:20



a)  Learn to live on Margin.
  
  “Save 10%, tithe 10%, live on 80%”  
                            -John D. Rockefeller


b) Learn to live with Contentment 

    “But godliness and contentment 
         is great gain.”  1 Timothy 6:6


The Scripture’s Ways for Wealth:

2.  Scriptural Acquisition:  The Honesty 

     of Hard Work.


   “All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk     

       leads only to poverty.”  Proverbs 14:23 



Four Qualifications to Working Hard:

a)  As long as it doesn’t hurt your own Health.

“Do not wear yourself out to get rich”  Proverbs 23:4


Four Qualifications to Working Hard:

 b)  As long as it doesn’t hurt your own Family.

“…bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”  Ephesians 4:6
Four Qualifications to Working Hard:

c)  As long as it doesn’t hurt 
Other People.

“Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice.”  Proverbs 16:8
Four Qualifications to Working Hard:

d)  As long as it doesn’t hurt the Spiritual life.

“What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?”  Mark 8:36
The Scripture’s Ways for Wealth:

3.  Scriptural Allocation:  The Blessings of 

     a Budget.


“The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.”  Proverbs 21:5 



The Scripture’s Ways for Wealth:

4.  Scriptural Application:  The gift of Generosity. 


“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant…but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age.”  1 Timothy 6:17-19




   ACCUMULATION: 
Have you been saving money faithfully?
       


   ACCUMULATION: 
Have you been saving money faithfully?
       ACQUISITION: 
Have you been making money honestly?


   ACCUMULATION: 
Have you been saving money faithfully?
       ACQUISITION: 
Have you been making money honestly?
          ALLOCATION: 
Have you been spending money wisely?


   ACCUMULATION: 
Have you been saving money faithfully?
       ACQUISITION: 
Have you been making money honestly?
          ALLOCATION: 
Have you been spending money wisely?
                APPLICATION: 
Have you been giving money generously?


“ where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” 
(Jesus) Matthew 6:21  


“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well”  (Jesus)  Matthew 6:33


