Exercising Faith




Matthew 17:20



1st Sunday of Advent
Prophecies of the coming of God’s Messiah (the promised One, the Savior):
· In the Garden of Eden     4000 years BC  
“I will make you and the woman enemies to each other. 
    Your descendants and her descendants will be enemies. 
    One of her descendants will crush your head, and you will bite his heel."  Genesis 3:15 (NCV)     
· The call of Abraham       2000 years BC

“I will bless those who bless you, and I will place a curse on those who harm you. 
    And all the people on earth will be blessed through you."  Genesis 12:3b (NCV)   
· The virgin birth          700 years BC

“All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).”  Isaiah 7:14 (NLT)                 
· Born in Bethlehem      500 years BC

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah. are only a small village among all the people of Judah.   Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.”  Micah 5:2 (NLT)                   

“I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."  Matthew 17:20b (NIV)
1.  What is Faith?

“Faith means being sure of the things we hope for and knowing that something is real even if we do not see it.”  Hebrews 11:1 (NCV)
We are so near-sighted!  
Patience is more than a virtue, it’s a near impossibility!
“We live by what we believe, not by what we can see.”  2 Corinthians 5:7 (NCV)
If I understand it, it’s not faith.
If I can figure it out, it’s not faith. 
If I can make sense of it, it’s not faith.  

2.  Why is Faith so important?

“And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.”  Hebrews 11:6 (NLT)
 "Abraham believed God, and God accepted Abraham's faith, and that faith made him right with God."  Romans 4:3 (NCV)
“the righteous will live by faith”  Habakkuk 2:4b (NIV)
3.  How can I have stronger Faith?
Ask:  “The apostles said to the Lord, "Give us more faith!"  Luke 17:5 (NCV)
Accept:  “you have been saved by grace through believing. You did not save yourselves; it was a gift from God.”  Ephesians 2:8 (NCV)
Act:  “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”  James 2:17 (NIV)
“whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”  Mark 11:24 (NIV)
It’s not “blind” if you know who you have faith in!
“Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”  Isaiah 55:9 (NCV)
 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)
