Living in Hope






Romans 15:4
Even in difficult circumstances, I can have hope.
“Why am I discouraged?
      Why is my heart so sad?
   I will put my hope in God!
      I will praise him again—
      my Savior and my God!”  Psalm 42:5 (NLT)

 (VIDEO CLIP – Veggie Tales “Where’s God when I’m S-scared?” Singing God is bigger than the boogie man)  If I can find someone who has it)
 “Even if God kills me, I have hope in him”  Job 15:13a (NCV)

 “For nothing is impossible with God."  Luke 1:37 (NIV)
 “The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged."  Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)

Hope is central to my faith in God

 “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”  Romans 15:4 (NIV)
 “If corpses can't be raised, then Christ wasn't, because he was indeed dead. And if Christ weren't raised, then all you're doing is wandering about in the dark, as lost as ever. It's even worse for those who died hoping in Christ and resurrection, because they're already in their graves. If all we get out of Christ is a little inspiration for a few short years, we're a pretty sorry lot. But the truth is that Christ has been raised up, the first in a long legacy of those who are going to leave the cemeteries.”  1 Corinthians 15:16-20 (MSG)
 “the LORD delights in those who fear him, 
       who put their hope in his unfailing love.”  Psalm 147:11 (NIV)

(Calli - maybe place a picture of the baby Jesus in the manger here)
My hope is in nothing else, but God only!
 “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”  1 Timothy 6:17 (NIV)

 “I find rest in God; 
       only he gives me hope.”  Psalm 62:5 (NCV)

 “O Israel, hope in the Lord;
      for with the Lord there is unfailing love.
      His redemption overflows.”  Psalm 130:7 (NLT)

 “but those who hope in the LORD 
       will renew their strength. 
       They will soar on wings like eagles; 
       they will run and not grow weary, 
       they will walk and not be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)

Hope in the Lord!  

