A Sign of the Times                             
Matthew 2

I must look up to “see his star”

“Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.”  Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT)
“Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
       be lifted up, you ancient doors, 
       that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 
       The LORD strong and mighty, 
       the LORD mighty in battle. 

 Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
       lift them up, you ancient doors, 
       that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory? 
       The LORD Almighty— 
       he is the King of glory.”  Psalm 24:7-10 (NIV)


Where am I going?

I must align my life with God’s Word

“Herod called a meeting of all the leading priests and teachers of the law and asked them where the Christ would be born.”  Matthew 2:4 (NCV)
“There is a way that seems right to a man, 
       but in the end it leads to death.”  Proverbs 14:12 (NIV)

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.  God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT)

God gave us His Word for OUR benefit, not His.

I must listen for God’s council 

 “King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem.”   Matthew 2:3 (NLT)

“Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!”  Matthew 2:8 (NLT)

 “And the star they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child was.”  Matthew 2:9b (NLT)

“When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for God had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.”  Matthew 2:12 (NLT)

 “The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged."  Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)

Who am I “listening” to?

I must give Jesus my very best (not my leftovers)

“They came to the house where the child was and saw him with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. They opened their gifts and gave him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  Matthew 2:11 (NCV)
 “We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.”  Matthew 2:2b (NLT)

“I want faithful love 
       more than I want animal sacrifices. 
    I want people to know me 
       more than I want burnt offerings.”  Hosea 6:6 (NCV)

“Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, since God has shown us great mercy, I beg you:  Take your everyday, ordinary life and place it before God as an offering, a living sacrifice to him.  This is truly the way to worship him.”  Romans 12:1 

What have I given Jesus?

