Certainty in Uncertain Times




1 Timothy 6:17

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”  1 Timothy 6:17 (NIV)

The promises of the world are hollow
This pill will make you thin – without exercise!   (Calli, ads that depict these would be
This cologne will make you irresistible!


awesome!)
This car will make people envy you

This cream will make you look younger

These clothes will make people notice you

This investment group will make you rich

Gold will protect you from fluctuating markets

“I observed everything going on under the sun, and really, it is all meaningless—like chasing the wind.”  Ecclesiastes 1:14 (NLT)

“Wealth can vanish in the wink of an eye. 
       It can seem to grow wings 
       and fly away like an eagle.”  Proverbs 23:5 (NCV)
The promises of God are rock solid
“The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my savior;
      my God is my rock, in whom I find protection.
   He is my shield, the power that saves me,
      and my place of safety.”  Psalm 18:2 (NLT)

God is trustworthy and reliable
“For he will conceal me there when troubles come;
      he will hide me in his sanctuary.
      He will place me out of reach on a high mountain.”  Psalm 27:5 (NLT)
“O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive,
      so full of unfailing love for all who ask for your help.”  Psalm 86:5 (NLT)

We must choose to trust God
“Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live!”  Deuteronomy 30:19 (MSG)

The Lord knows our situation
“O Lord, you have examined my heart
      and know everything about me.
You know when I sit down or stand up.
      You know my thoughts even when I’m far away.
You see me when I travel
      and when I rest at home.
      You know everything I do.
You know what I am going to say
      even before I say it, Lord.
You go before me and follow me.
      You place your hand of blessing on my head.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
      too great for me to understand! 

I can never escape from your Spirit!
      I can never get away from your presence!”  Psalm 139:1-7 (NLT)

     "So I tell you, don't worry about the food or drink you need to live, or about the clothes you need for your body.  Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothes.  Look at the birds in the air.  They don't plant or harvest or store food in barns, but your heavenly Father feeds them.  And you know that you are worth much more than the birds.  You cannot add any time to your life by worrying about it. 

     "And why do you worry about clothes?  Look at how the lilies in the field grow.  They don't work or make clothes for themselves.  But I tell you that even Solomon with his riches was not dressed as beautifully as one of these flowers.  God clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today but tomorrow is thrown into the fire.  So you can be even more sure that God will clothe you.  Don't have so little faith!  Don't worry and say, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?'  The people who don't know God keep trying to get these things, and your Father in heaven knows you need them.  Seek first God's kingdom and what God wants.  Then all your other needs will be met as well.  So don't worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow will have its own worries.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  Matthew 6:25-34 (NCV)

“The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right,
      and his ears are open to their prayers.”  1 Peter 3:12a (NLT)

The Power of God makes all the difference
“'You will not succeed by your own strength or by your own power, but by my Spirit,' says the Lord All-Powerful.”   Zechariah 4:6b (NCV)

“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.”  Romans 8:28 (NLT)

