Marriage and Divorce God’s Way
Matthew 19:3-10
The first purpose of God for marriage is companionship. 
“It is not good for the man to be alone” Genesis 2:18 
“You cry out, “Why doesn’t the Lord accept my worship?” I’ll tell you why! Because the Lord witnessed the vows you and your wife made when you were young. But you have been unfaithful to her, though she remained your faithful partner, the wife of your marriage vows.”  Malachi 2:14 (NLT)
The second purpose of God for marriage is mutual help. 
We have economic, material and practical needs. 
Two heads (or pairs of hands) are better than one. 
When we need it – and when they need it.

The third purpose of God for marriage is intimacy. 
Sex, closeness, tenderness, touch, togetherness, belonging.
Marriage is a dynamic experience 
Marriage is a covenant relationship 
The focus in the Bible is upon the togetherness of marriage.

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  Genesis 2:24 (NIV)
Differing views of Biblical teachings on divorce and remarriage

Two factors about our understanding:

● First, we do not live in a vacuum
● Secondly, we focus on selected Scriptures 
Incorrect viewpoints: 
1. Total Indissolubility Interpretation: No divorce is possible

2.  Specified Grounds Interpretation: This permits divorce (and remarriage) upon specified grounds.
3.  Ideals And Guidelines Interpretation: These views regard the teachings of Jesus and Paul as helpful guidelines, but a goal which is often unattainable, and towards which one can make several attempts, with different partners. 
“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  Genesis 2:24 (NIV)

“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.”  Romans 3:23 (NLT)
What does the Bible teach about grounds for divorce? 
“If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her, and sends her from his house, or if he dies, then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of the Lord.” Deuteronomy 24:1-4 (NIV)
The three Jewish views set out in the Talmud:  
Shammai: A man must not divorce his wife unless he has found her unfaithful. 
“...because he finds something indecent about her...”  Deuteronomy 24:1 
Hillel: He may divorce her if she spoiled a dish for him because it was said: “uncleanness is anything.”

Akiba: He may divorce her if he found another that is more beautiful than his wife, because it was said, “If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him...”  Deuteronomy 24:1
What about Jesus’ “exception”?

“I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery."  Matthew 19:9 (NIV)  

“Any man who divorces his wife, even though she has not been unfaithful, commits adultery if he marries some other woman.”  Matthew 19:9 (GNB)
In Christ’s teaching there are no acceptable grounds for divorce, because this is contrary to God’s will.
A correct view of the Bible’s teachings on marriage and divorce is this:  one man, one woman, for life. 
“Since they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart what God has joined together.”  Matthew 19:6 (NLT)

A broken marriage is always contrary to the will of God! 
"I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel”  Malachi 2:16a (NIV) 

When we fail and fall, when we face our sin in repentance, God meets us with grace and mercy. We will find forgiveness and cleansing in Christ.  
When is it permissible to end a marriage? 
When is it permissible for me to cut off my leg?

Husband and wife have become “one flesh”, one entity in the purpose of God. 
With regret, humility, and a sense of failure, throwing yourself upon the grace and mercy of the Lord. 
The Biblical Truth about Marriage and Divorce:

1.  God’s plan, purpose and design for marriage is that it is to be one man, one woman, for life.

2.  Broken relationships (divorce) are always contrary to the will of God.

3.  Forgiveness, cleansing, and restoration are available in Christ. 

"God's perfect will is permanent marriage, but because of the hardness of our hearts, and the fact that, while the kingdom of God has broken into mankind, the reign of sin has not yet ended, divorce and remarriage is sometimes with pain, possible. Divorce is just as forgivable as murder, adultery, pride and every other kind of sin."  - Rex Ellis
