The Mission of the Church
Matthew 16:17-18
“Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

“Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being.  Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.”  Matthew 16:17-18 (NLT)

“the church”  ekklesia -  the called out ones 
Ekklesia - Called out from the world, 
called out from our former lives, 
called out for God’s purpose.
The mission of the Church of the Nazarene is “To Make Christlike Disciples In the Nations”   (Calli, you can use this)
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The Mission of the Weaverville Church of the Nazarene:

“Weaverville Church of the Nazarene exists to connect people with God and each other.”   (Tim has a slide with this?)
The Great Commandment: 
“Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.”    Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT)
 The Great Commission: 
“Jesus said, ‘Go and make disciples of all people in the world, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.’”  Matthew 28:19-20a (NLT)
OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:
To impact our world for Christ through outreach to the unchurched, bridging lives together in fellowship, discipling each to a mature faith, providing opportunities of purposeful service, and worshipping Jesus with our very lives. 
1. To REACH the unchurched  

Ekklesia - Called to share the Good News of Jesus Christ
“And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8b (NLT)
Ekklesia - Called to be a shining example 

“You will be God's children without fault. But you are living with crooked and mean people all around you, among whom you shine like stars in the dark world.  You offer the teaching that gives life.”  Philippians 2:15-16a (NCV)

Ekklesia - Called to reach everyone possible, by any means necessary.
“Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all people to bring many to Christ.  When I was with the Jews, I lived like a Jew to bring the Jews to Christ. When I was with those who follow the Jewish law, I too lived under that law. Even though I am not subject to the law, I did this so I could bring to Christ those who are under the law.  When I am with the Gentiles who do not follow the Jewish law, I too live apart from that law so I can bring them to Christ. But I do not ignore the law of God; I obey the law of Christ. 

When I am with those who are weak, I share their weakness, for I want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything I can to save some.  I do everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings.”  
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (NLT)
2. To foster the FELLOWSHIP of believers together 

Ekklesia - Called to community 
“Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate?  Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose.”  Philippians 2:1-2 (NLT)

Ekklesia – Called to unity
“I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose.”  1 Corinthians 1:10 (NLT)
Ekklesia – Called into a new family
“You are members of God’s very own family, citizens of God’s country, and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian.”  Ephesians 2:19b (LB)
Ekklesia – Called to work together
“You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with God and enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other, treating each other with dignity and honor.”  James 3:18 (MSG)

“Each part gets its meaning from the body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we're talking about is Christ's body of chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn't amount to much, would we?”  Romans 12:4-5 (MSG)

“You are joined together with peace through the Spirit, so make every effort to continue together in this way.”  Ephesians 4:3 (NCV)
3. To CELEBRATE God’s presence in our lives 

Ekklesia - Called to Worship 

“Hallelujah! I give thanks to God with everything I've got— 
   Wherever good people gather, and in the congregation.”  Psalm 111:1 (MSG)

“The Lord is pleased only with those who worship him and trust his love.”  Psalm 147:11 (CEV)

Ekklesia – Called to love God
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”  Mark 12:30

Ekklesia – Called to draw near to God

“Come close to God, and God will come close to you.”  James 4:8a (NLT)

Ekklesia – Called to meet together
“You should not stay away from the church meetings, as some are doing, but you should meet together and encourage each other. Do this even more as you see the day coming.”  Hebrews 10:25 (NCV)

4. To DISCIPLE believers into a mature faith 

Ekklesia - Called to make disciples
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.”  Matthew 28:19-20a
Ekklesia – Called to maturity
“For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t know how to do what is right.  Solid food is for those who are mature, who through training have the skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong. 

So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our understanding.”  Hebrews 5:13-6:1a (NLT)
“Let your roots grow down into Christ and draw up nourishment from him.  See that you go on growing in the Lord, and become strong and vigorous in the truth.”  Colossians 2:7 (LB)

Ekklesia – Called to bear fruit
“And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God”  Colossians 1:10 (NIV)
5. To guide believers in finding their MINISTRY 

Ekklesia - Called to serve the King 
“You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
      and they will reign on the earth." Revelations 5:10 (NIV)
Ekklesia – Called to serve others
“Each of you has received a gift to use to serve others. Be good servants of God's various gifts of grace.”  1 Peter 4:10 (NCV)
“Whoever wants to become great among you must serve the rest of you like a servant.”  Mark 10:43 (NCV)

Ekklesia – Called to fulfill God’s purposes for us

“So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christ's body, let's just go ahead and be what we were made to be.”  Romans 12:5 (MSG)

Ekklesia – Called to do good
“God has made us what we are. In Christ Jesus, God made us to do good works, which God planned in advance for us to live our lives doing.”  Ephesians 2:10 (NCV)

Ekklesia – Called to action
“If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.”  Ecclesiastes 11:4 (LB)

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT:
To impact our world for Christ through outreach to the unchurched, bridging lives together in fellowship, discipling each to a mature faith, providing opportunities of purposeful service, and worshipping Jesus with our very lives. 
“Connecting People with God and Each Other”   (Tim has a slide with this?)
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