The Way of the Cross





John 12:12-19, Romans 5:6-11



What can God do for me? 
 “The next day, the news that Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem swept through the city. A large crowd of Passover visitors took palm branches and went down the road to meet him. They shouted, 
   “Praise God!
   Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
   Hail to the King of Israel!”

Many in the crowd had seen Jesus call Lazarus from the tomb, raising him from the dead, and they were telling others about it.  That was the reason so many went out to meet him—because they had heard about this miraculous sign.  Then the Pharisees said to each other, “This is out of control!  There’s nothing we can do, nothing is going right for us. Look! The whole world is following him."  John 12:12-13, 17-19 (NLT, NCV)
What has God already done for me?
“When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.  He presented himself for this sacrificial death when we were far too weak and rebellious to do anything to get ourselves ready. And even if we hadn't been so weak, we wouldn't have known what to do anyway. 
We can understand someone dying for a person worth dying for, and we can understand how someone good and noble could inspire us to selfless sacrifice.  But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were of no use whatever to him - while we were still sinners!
Now that we are set right with God by means of this sacrificial death, the consummate blood sacrifice, there is no longer a question of being at odds with God in any way.

For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son.  So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.”  Romans 5:6-11 (NLT, MSG)
Jesus Christ, by His death, has made a new and better life possible for me!
"I don't think the way you think. 
   The way you work isn't the way I work." 
         Decrees the Lord God.
"For as the sky soars high above earth, 
   so the way I work surpasses the way you work, 
   and the way I think is beyond the way you think.”  Isaiah 55:8-9 (MSG)
What are my priorities?  
Will I accept Jesus as my Lord and God?  

He gave EVERYTHING.  What will I give?
