Obedience is better than sacrifice

1 Samuel 15:22-23a
“But I did obey the Lord,” Saul insisted. “I carried out the mission he gave me.” 

But Samuel replied, 

   “What is more pleasing to the Lord:
      your burnt offerings and sacrifices
      or your obedience to his voice?
   Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice,
      and submission is better than offering the fat of rams.
   Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft,
      and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols.
   So because you have rejected the command of the Lord,
      he has rejected you as king.”

1 Samuel 15:1-23 (NLT)Footnotes: 
Every good thing I have has come from God.

“Samuel said to Saul, “It was the Lord who told me to anoint you as king of his people, Israel.” 


Count your blessings, name them one by one.
I must submit to God’s instructions.
“Now listen to this message from the Lord!” 
What God commands isn’t always easy.  What God commands doesn’t always make sense to us

My “explanations” are really just excuses for disobedience.
“But I did obey the Lord,” Saul insisted. “I carried out the mission he gave me.”

Let’s just be honest with God and with ourselves
Either God is God, or I am my own god.
“Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft,
      and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols.”
Do I filter God’s commands through the filter of my own wants, needs and desires?
God is not our advisor, whose advice we take into consideration, He is Master, Lord, and King, and we are to cling to every Word
More than anything else, God wants my complete Obedience.

“Obedience is better than sacrifice,
      and submission is better than offering the fat of rams.”
(picture of a big dog)
At any point in which we don’t obey, we remove God completely from the throne.

Challenge:  Put God back on the throne of your life!
