Bearing Each Other’s Burdens

Galatians 6:1-5

 “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

 “God helps those who help themselves”
“What is my responsibility to you?”
“Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself.  Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.  If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You are not that important. 
Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job well done, and you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else.  For we are each responsible to carry our own load.”  Galatians 6:1-5 (NLT)
If someone slips, we are to help them 
“overcome by some sin”  (picture of something accidentally sliding off – as a car off an icy road)
“help that person back onto the right path”

Keys - Gently, Humbly, Restore
Share each other’s burdens

“in this way obey the law of Christ”

“Love your neighbor as yourself”

“share each other’s burdens”  

Quit comparing yourself to others
don’t “compare yourself to anyone else”  
Other people are not the standard.  God is the standard.  
“we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.”  Romans 3:23
“pay careful attention to your own work”  
That should keep us out of other people’s business!  
What is the work that God has assigned to you?

Put God first in everything you do  

“You must not have any other god but me.”  Exodus 20:3

“Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  You have six days each week for your ordinary work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the Lord your God.”  Exodus 20:8-10

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”  Deuteronomy 6:5
Show care and kindness to others 
“Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink?  Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing?  When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 

And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’”  Matthew 25:37-40

“Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.”  James 1:27



Strive to grow as a mature disciple in Christ

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  2 Peter 3:18
“Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,”  1 Peter 2:2
“seek most of all to have the gifts that will strengthen the whole church.”  
1 Corinthians 14:12b


Use the gifts and resources God has given you to bring glory to Him 
“The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone.  He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip. 
The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money and earned five more.  The servant with two bags of silver also went to work and earned two more.  But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s money.
After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled up with them. "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  

Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 

His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant!
Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”  Matthew 25:14-19,21,24a,25,26a,28a,30
“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.”  1Peter 4:10
“Christ gave those gifts to prepare God's holy people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.”  Ephesians 4:12
God is counting on you, so do your part
“responsible to carry our own load” (picture of a soldier carrying his pack)
sins confessed, 
prayed up; 
regularly in God’s Word; 
firmly connected to each other; 
intentional spiritual growth; 
serving others; 
using your gifts, passions, resources, and abilities to serve God’s Kingdom.
“Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. 

In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you.  If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well.  If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.”  Romans 12:4-8 (NLT)

(picture of a chain with a weak link)
Action Plan:

● Repent of past failures 

● Reconnect with God and His Church

● Redirect your priorities

● Recommit to faithful service

