Life in the Sprit






Galatians 5:14-26

“For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  If you go on hurting each other and tearing each other apart, be careful, or you will completely destroy each other.

So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves.  The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.  But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of Moses. 
When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual unfaithfulness, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, making trouble, jealousy, outbursts of anger, being selfish, making people angry with each other, causing divisions among people, envy, being drunk, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.  They have given up their old selfish feelings and the evil things they wanted to do.  Since we get our new life from the Spirit, we should follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.  Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or be jealous of one another.”  Galatians 5:14-26 (NLT/NCV)
Life in the Spirit starts with loving my neighbor
“For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  
Let the Holy Spirit guide your life
“So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives.”

We are caught in a battle – like it or not

“The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants.  These two forces are constantly fighting each other”

We are not free 

“so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.”


We need the power and guidance of God’s Holy Spirit!
Sin reigns in a life without the Holy Spirit 

“The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants.  When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear”
The “BIG” sins:  
“sexual unfaithfulness, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility”
The “little” sins:  
“making trouble, jealousy, outbursts of anger, being selfish, making people angry with each other, causing divisions among people, envy, being drunk, wild parties, and other sins like these.”

Big or little, sin is sin!

“Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.”
Love reigns in a life filled with the Holy Spirit
“But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives”

Love
  
adore, worship, devotion, find irresistible, passion
(a big old fashioned portrait of a boy, like you might find in an English castle)

Joy
  
elation, delight, revel in, ecstasy 
“Happiness is an emotion; joy is an attitude.  Emotions come and go, but attitudes come and grow.”  - Robert J. Morgan
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Peace
   
calm, poise, tranquil, serenity, harmony



Patience   
endurance, lack of complaint, persistence, stamina
“The trouble with patience is that I’m in a hurry, but God isn’t”  
                        -Phillips Brooks


“Beware the barrenness of busyness.”  - bumper sticker
“The secret of patience is doing something else in the meanwhile.”
Kindness   
thoughtfulness, compassion, benevolence, empathy, selflessness
“Constant kindness can accomplish much.  As the sun makes ice melt, kindness causes misunderstanding, mistrust, and hostility to evaporate.”  
- Albert Schweitzer

Goodness   
morality, honesty, integrity, righteousness

Faithfulness   
accuracy, truthfulness, dependable, authenticity, genuine
(a picture of Yellowstone’s “Old Faithful”)

Gentleness   
tender, mild, soft, calm, restful, warm, full of mercy 

Self-Control   
willpower, restraint, determined, disciplined, resolved
“Love is the key.  Joy is love singing.  Peace is love resting. Patience is love enduring.  Kindness is love’s touch.  Goodness is love’s character.  Faithfulness is love’s habit.  Gentleness is love’s selflessness.  Self-control is love holding the reins.”  - Donald Grey Barnhouse

Nail the old life to the cross of Jesus

“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.  They have given up their old selfish feelings and the evil things they wanted to do.  Since we get our new life from the Spirit, we should follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.”
(a picture depicting God’s Holy Spirit on the throne of my heart) ??
“It’s not what we eat, but what we digest that makes us strong;
Not what we gain, but what we save that makes us rich;

Not what we read, but what we remember that makes us educated;

Not what we preach or pray, but what we practice and believe that makes us Christian.”  



-Sir Francis Bacon

