Blessed are the Pure in Heart
Matthew 5:8

“Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God.”



Matthew 5:8 (NIV)

What does it mean to be “pure”?

God’s wants me to be morally pure, inside as well as out
“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things. Blind guides! You strain your water so you won’t accidentally swallow a gnat, but you swallow a camel! 
“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and self-indulgence! You blind Pharisee! First wash the inside of the cup and the dish, and then the outside will become clean, too. 

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones and all sorts of impurity. Outwardly you look like righteous people, but inwardly your hearts are [full of pretense and lawlessness and iniquity].”  Matthew 23:23-28 (NLT,[AMP])
I must be righteous on the inside, as well as on the outside!
“What is more pleasing to the Lord:
      your burnt offerings and sacrifices
      or your obedience to his voice?
   Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice,
      and submission is better than offering the fat of rams.”  1 Samuel 15:22 (NLT)
 “Who may climb the mountain of the Lord?
      Who may stand in his holy place?
Only those whose hands and hearts are pure”  Ps 24:3-4a (NLT)

God wants me to be pure, single-minded  

 “Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world.”  James 4:8 (NLT)

Continued sinful living cannot coexist with a full and sincere devotion to Christ.
The blessing - the pure in heart will see God
“Strive to live in peace with everybody and pursue that consecration and holiness without which no one will [ever] see the Lord.”  Hebrews 12:14 (AMP)
“Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is. And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is pure.”  1 John 3:2-3 (NLT)
 “they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.”  Revelation 22:4 (NASB)
 “Anyone who has seen me (Jesus) has seen the Father.”  (John 14:9b NIV)

To be Christian is to put Christ and the ways of Christ FIRST in my life 

The “pure in heart” are those who have settled the question forever about who and what their life is all about.  “If you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today whom you will serve. But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15a,c (NLT)
How can I become Pure in Heart?  
By a total commitment to become more like Jesus in thought, word and deed.  

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right, persevering, and steadfast spirit within me.”  Psalm 51:10 (AMP)

How can I become Pure in Heart?  
● With a brand new commitment,  
● making any sacrifice, 
● allow God to make whatever changes 
● in my life, work, family, priorities, focus, heart 
● made over in God’s image.
What action, what attitude, what focus will I allow God to change in my life and in my heart?
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of reverence and is honorable and seemly, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely and lovable, whatever is kind and winsome and gracious, if there is any virtue and excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think on and weigh and take account of these things [fix your minds on them].”  Philippians 4:8 (AMP)
