God blesses the peacemakers and the persecuted
Matthew 5:9-12
“God blesses those who work for peace,
      for they will be called the children of God.”  Matthew 5:9 (NLT)

Peace means more than the absence of trouble, it means everything that is best.
 “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”  John 16:33 (NLT)
To find Jesus is to find true peace – Not just a superficial absence of trouble, but truly everything that is best.

Peace-making is creating peace where peace did not exist before.  
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.”  2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (NIV)
Reconciliation is “the family business”
Those who unite people in peace are doing God’s work.

 “God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right,
      for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 

God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.”  Matthew 5:10-12 (NLT)
God’s people have always found themselves to be at odds with the ways and purposes of the world.  
“Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the priest, who stood over the people, and he said to them, Thus says God: Why do you transgress the commandments of the Lord? Because you have forsaken the Lord, He also has forsaken you. 

[The people] conspired against Zechariah the priest and stoned him at the command of the king in the court of the Lord's house!”  2 Chronicles 24:20-21 (AMP)

“By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions, quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. Women received their loved ones back again from death. 

   But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection. Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were chained in prisons. Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and others were killed with the sword.”  Hebrews 11:33-37a (NLT)
 “Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were happening to you.”  1 Peter 4:12 (NLT)

 “However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.”  1 Peter 4:16 (NIV)
Our faithfulness to Jesus might cost us:

at work

social standing

family ties

Suffering can be an act of loyalty
Suffering identifies us with those who came before
Suffering may pave the way for those who follow

Suffering allows Christ to be closer than ever
“Why is persecution inevitable?”  
Because the Church, when it really is the Church, is bound to be the conscience of the nation and the conscience of society.  Where there is good the Church must praise; where there is evil the Church must condemn – and inevitably men will try to silence the voice of conscience.

"No servant can serve two masters.”  Luke 16:13a (NIV).  
Choose Jesus
