Prepare the Way for the Lord
Road Trip
“In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began preaching. His message was, “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.” The prophet Isaiah was speaking about John when he said, 

   “He is a voice shouting in the wilderness,
   ‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming!
      Clear the road for him!’”   Matthew 3:1-3
The message of repentance is necessary

“Repent of your sins”

“The truth is like the light to sore eyes.  He who never offended anyone, never did anyone any good.”   - Diogenes
“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” Romans 3:23 (NLT) 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6:23 (NLT)
 “I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Repent and do the things you did at first.”  Revelation 2:4,5b (NIV)

The message of repentance is appropriate

“turn to God”
 “My dear brothers and sisters, if someone among you wanders away from the truth and is brought back, you can be sure that whoever brings the sinner back will save that person from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins. Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other” James 5:19-20,16a (NLT)
“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”  Hebrews 12:14-15 (NIV)
The message of repentance is urgent

“the Kingdom of Heaven is near”

 “The end of the world is coming soon.”  1 Peter 4:7a (NLT)
“Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God.”  Romans 14:12 (NLT)
Clear the road for Jesus
   ‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming!
      Clear the road for him!
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“Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’ The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31 (NLT)
